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Bo» No. I Basis of the report 



2. 



With regard to the language, this report is based on: 



the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into 



which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 
I I international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 
I I publication of the international application (Rule 1 2.4(a)) 

□ 

international preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have beenl 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "orizinallv filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

the international application as originally filed/furnished 

the description: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



□ 



| 1 the claims: 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



the drawings: 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



pages 

pages* 

pages* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



□ 

a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs __ 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

O any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(C)). s 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ' 

I . Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


3-5.8 


-11,13 






Claims 


1.2.6 


.7.12 




Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


3.5.8 


.10.11, 


13 




Claims 


1.2.4 


.6.7.9. 


12 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-13 








Claims 









YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Documents cited in the International Search Report: 

Dl: Patent Abstract of Japan, abstract of JP 2000352634 A 
D2: US 3628039 Al 

D3: Patent Abstract of Japan, abstract of JP 2003098399 A 
D4: US 6396968 B2 

D5: Patent Abstract of Japan, abstract of JP 2001141965 A 
Independent claims 1 and 6: 

The invention as claimed in claims 1 and 6 is not considered 
to be novel or to involve an inventive step as requested by 
Article 33 (2) and (3) PCT, for the following reasons: 

In Dl, being regarded as representing the closest prior-art, a 
method and a device for transmitting a signal in an optical 
module is described. According to the document, an optical 
module (28) is formed on a board (14) carrying electronic 
components. In the optical module, one or more optical 
channels (19a, 19b) are formed, at least partly having the 
shape of an ellipse. An optical fiber (12) is connected to one 
end of the optical channel (s), such that the exit port of the 
fiber is positioned at or near one focal point of the 
ellipse(s). An optical module (15, 16) is positioned at (or 
near) the other focal point (s) of the ellipse (s) such that 
optical signals are being transmitted between the optical 
fiber and the optical module (s) through the optical 
channel (s). Here, the exit port of the fiber may function as a 
transmitter and the optical module as a receiver, or vice 
versa . 

The invention as claimed in claims 1 and 6 therefore lacks 
novelty in view of Dl. 

•••/«•• 
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Supplemental Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 

Continuation of: BOX V 

Dependent claims 2, 7 and 12: 

As already shown, the optical channel (s) described in document 
Dl is (are) shaped at least partly as an ellipse, having a 
transmitter in one focal point and a receiver in the other 
focal point. 

The invention as claimed in claims 2, 7 and 12 therefore lacks 
novelty. 

Dependent claims 4 and 9: 

As shown in document Dl, two optical channels are formed in 
the optical module, each being formed at least partly as an 
ellipse and where the optical channels unite at one end to 
share one focal point, the one at which the optical fiber is 
positioned. The other focal point of each optical channel is 
separated from each other. 

A person skilled in the art having knowledge of Dl would 
easily be guided towards a solution according to the claimed 
invention. 

The invention as claimed in claims 4 and 9 therefore lacks 
inventive step. 

Dependent claims 3, 5, 8, 10, 11, 13: 

The invention as claimed therein is considered to be novel and 
to involve an inventive step, the subject-matter specified 
therein not being shown or suggested by any of the cited 
documents. 



The invention is also considered to have industrial 
applicability. 



